A simple iodometric spot test for detecting beta-lactamase activity in Haemo-philus influenza was compared with the capillary procedure for detecting betalactamase and the Bauer-Kirby disk susceptibility procedure. Isolates were classified similarly by all three procedures.
0.02 mg) was delivered to the center of each paper by a small spatula. Two drops (ca. 0.08 mI) of distilled water was then added to each paper to dissolve the penicillin powder. The paper should be barely damp and not dripping; otherwise, the inactivated penicilloic acid would spread onto the whole paper and would not be demonstrated at the concentrated spot. A loopful of inoculum from two to three colonies on a culture plate was then smeared at the center of the paper. A 10-min enzymatic reaction initiated by the organism on penicillin at room temperature was sufficient to demonstrate the presence of penicilloic acid. Four to five drops of Gram iodine were then put onto each paper. To ensure that the iodine solution was evenly absorbed, a pair of forceps was used to hold the edge of the paper while rinsing twice. Finally, the rest of the iodine solution was drained off onto the side of the petri dish, and the papers were observed within 5 min.
A slight modification of the Bauer-Kirby susceptibiity method was used for H. influenza (12) . Inocula were adjusted to contain 106 to 107 colony-forming units per ml. The medium was prepared from Mueller-Hinton agar with 5% chocolatized rabbit blood and 1% IsoVitaleX (BBL Microbiology Systems, Cockeysville, Md.). The result for the beta-lactamase producers was a white spot in the center of the paper with purplish-brown surroundings. For the nonproducers, a purplish-brown color appeared on the entire paper (Fig. 1) . Occasionally, in a negative reaction, a yellowish color would show on purplish brown background due to the carrying over of the color from the original colonies; however, a positive reaction should always show a pure white color.
As shown in Table 1 , all of the isolates that produced beta-lactamase as detected by the capillary tube method were demonstrated to inactivate penicillin by the use of our technique. 
